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Town grads allowed 10 drinks at party

BY LANA HAIGHT, THE STARPHOENIX JUNE 6, 2009

As high school graduation approaches, some people are asking what's
safe about "safe grad" parties.

"Having 10 drinks in one evening would not be safe for many," said
Colleen Dell, research chair in substance abuse in the sociology
department at the University of Saskatchewan.

Next weekend, some parents of Lanigan Central High School graduates
will host a "safe grad" party at an undisclosed location. Graduates

planning to attend the Saturday night drinking party had to submit a form

signed by their parents in advance of the party. The graduates had to
pre-order and pre-pay for the alcohol they'll drink during the 9 p.m. to 2
a.m. party. Graduates and their guests, who have to be in Grade 10 or
higher, will be allowed up to 10 drinks, including beer, vodka, rum and
rye.

"That boggles the mind," said Diane Fontaine, president of the
Saskatoon and area Mothers Against Drunk Driving. "It's pretty scary."

Having that many alcoholic drinks at one time is considered binge
drinking, says Dell, who added the definition of binge drinking is five or
more drinks.

"The idea of safe grad is around drinking and driving and keeping
people alive," she said.

"Is that really the goal we want for our kids -- is to simply keep them
alive?"

She worries the party will be the start of a drinking pattern that continues

through the summer. The dangers of binge drinking include alcohol
poisoning, violence and unprotected sex.

Coralea MacDonald, whose daughter will not be attending the party even

though she is graduating, was surprised to learn of the "safe grad."

"It's illegal for anyone under 19 to drink alcohol," she said. "How can we

do something illegal legally?"
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Town grads allowed 10 drinks at party

Police are aware that "safe grad" parties happen in communities
throughout Saskatchewan.

"The model that I'm referring to talks about where there is a parent or
guardian on-site and they are making a decision, as the parent or
guardian, for their child, in terms of whether or not they are going to
provide them alcoholic beverages at that specific time, in that specific
location, at a private place," explained RCMP Sgt. Brian Jones.

"It is an arrangement between private property owners and parents and
guardians of those people in attendance. It's a private function on private
land. Whether it's a good idea or not is not for us to decide," he said.

Allowing the graduates to drink large quantities of alcohol, even if they
aren't driving, sets a bad example, says Fontaine, who adds MADD
promotes drinking responsibly, which means adults drinking moderate
amounts and then not driving.

"We don't like 'safe grads' because there is still drinking and it
encourages underage drinking," said Fontaine.

MacDonald is disappointed parents are organizing the drinking party.

"As adults, | don't think we should say, 'Go for it and we'll watch you get
drunk.'

"We're not trying to ruin everyone's fun," said MacDonald, who wishes
the teenagers could celebrate their graduation without having to drink
alcohol.

Officially, Lanigan graduates will celebrate with a ceremony and dinner
on June 12, the day before the "safe grad." The school staff members
are not involved in the "safe grad," says Ken Sogge, communications
director for Horizon school division.

"They are illegal," he said in an interview.

"If parents choose that that's how they are going to celebrate the
graduation of their child or their student, there's really nothing anybody
can do about it."

One of the parents involved in the "safe grad" had no comment when
contacted by The StarPhoenix and said none of the parent organizers
wanted to be interviewed about the party.

© Copyright (c) The StarPhoenix

E-mail this Article Print this Article Share this Article

ADS BY GOOGLE

Pride Institute Undergrad Business Degree
Gay & Lesbian Chemical Dependency We give you what employers want:
& Mental Health Care 1- 800-54PRIDE Strong ethics + practical skills
www.Pride-Institute.com Business.prov.ca

INSIDE THE STARPHOENIX

Our Privacy Statement

MORE HEALTH HEADLINES »

Flu pandemic guidelines high

on school curriculum

The federal government is expected
to release new guidelines for schools this week on how
they should respond to a severe swine flu pandemic in
the fall...

COMMENTS (0)
Action needed on isotope issue, doctors urge

Ottawa

2 HOURS AGO
COMMENTS (0)

Diabetes drug could lead to heart failure: Study

COMMENTS (0)

Baby boomers still getting high, U.S. agency
says

COMMENTS (0)

Saskatchewan, Canada Golf

250 Courses, Uncrowded, Great Value
Scenic Layouts, Free Golf Guide
SaskTourism.com/Golf

http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Town-+grads+allowed-+drinks+party/1669392/story.htmI[8/19/2009 2:50:34 PM]


http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Action+needed+isotope+issue+doctors+urge+Ottawa/1909135/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Action+needed+isotope+issue+doctors+urge+Ottawa/1909135/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Action+needed+isotope+issue+doctors+urge+Ottawa/1909135/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Diabetes+drug+could+lead+heart+failure+Study/1908608/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Diabetes+drug+could+lead+heart+failure+Study/1908608/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Baby+boomers+still+getting+high+agency+says/1908404/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Baby+boomers+still+getting+high+agency+says/1908404/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Baby+boomers+still+getting+high+agency+says/1908404/story.html
http://www.canwestglobal.com/privacy.asp

http://www.thestarphoenix.com/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/pandemic+guidelines+high+school+curriculum/1908374/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/pandemic+guidelines+high+school+curriculum/1908374/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/pandemic+guidelines+high+school+curriculum/1908374/story.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BKa7jhGWMSpLyLZicnQfIubC6Arj-qjLuyu33AcCNtwHgkpYBEAEYASDQjIcMKAM4AFCprZPhBGD9wK6B9AOgAcKWrP4DsgEWd3d3LnRoZXN0YXJwaG9lbml4LmNvbcgBAdoBV2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhlc3RhcnBob2VuaXguY29tL0hlYWx0aC9Ub3duK2dyYWRzK2FsbG93ZWQrZHJpbmtzK3BhcnR5LzE2NjkzOTIvc3RvcnkuaHRtbIACAagDAegDhgboA_MC9QMAAAAE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzlroj3WIbZjRMvJYQJfHm5IwMigg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.Pride-Institute.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BKa7jhGWMSpLyLZicnQfIubC6Arj-qjLuyu33AcCNtwHgkpYBEAEYASDQjIcMKAM4AFCprZPhBGD9wK6B9AOgAcKWrP4DsgEWd3d3LnRoZXN0YXJwaG9lbml4LmNvbcgBAdoBV2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhlc3RhcnBob2VuaXguY29tL0hlYWx0aC9Ub3duK2dyYWRzK2FsbG93ZWQrZHJpbmtzK3BhcnR5LzE2NjkzOTIvc3RvcnkuaHRtbIACAagDAegDhgboA_MC9QMAAAAE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzlroj3WIbZjRMvJYQJfHm5IwMigg&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.Pride-Institute.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BcuUwhGWMSpLyLZicnQfIubC6AtHOoo8Bi-TV9QzAjbcBwPfnARACGAIg0IyHDCgDOABQw_Tjhvj_____AWD9wK6B9AOyARZ3d3cudGhlc3RhcnBob2VuaXguY29tyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVzdGFycGhvZW5peC5jb20vSGVhbHRoL1Rvd24rZ3JhZHMrYWxsb3dlZCtkcmlua3MrcGFydHkvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sgAIBqQLpfATxgmCuPqgDAegDhgboA_MC9QMAAAAE&num=2&sig=AGiWqty4CNSqVlUOgbqRpN-uWgHsmw_bCA&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://Business.prov.ca
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BcuUwhGWMSpLyLZicnQfIubC6AtHOoo8Bi-TV9QzAjbcBwPfnARACGAIg0IyHDCgDOABQw_Tjhvj_____AWD9wK6B9AOyARZ3d3cudGhlc3RhcnBob2VuaXguY29tyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVzdGFycGhvZW5peC5jb20vSGVhbHRoL1Rvd24rZ3JhZHMrYWxsb3dlZCtkcmlua3MrcGFydHkvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sgAIBqQLpfATxgmCuPqgDAegDhgboA_MC9QMAAAAE&num=2&sig=AGiWqty4CNSqVlUOgbqRpN-uWgHsmw_bCA&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://Business.prov.ca
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BZF1phGWMSpLyLZicnQfIubC6ArPz4qcBre-WoAzAjbcBkMh_EAMYAyDQjIcMKAM4AFCD_ZaLAmD9wK6B9AOyARZ3d3cudGhlc3RhcnBob2VuaXguY29tyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVzdGFycGhvZW5peC5jb20vSGVhbHRoL1Rvd24rZ3JhZHMrYWxsb3dlZCtkcmlua3MrcGFydHkvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sqQLpfATxgmCuPqgDAegDhgboA_MC9QMAAAAE&num=3&sig=AGiWqtzkDAxLFwiyq3m77v4DOegwQO00XQ&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.sasktourism.com/things-to-do/Saskatchewan-golf%3FWT.mc_id%3Dgo8g3%26WT.srch%3D1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BZF1phGWMSpLyLZicnQfIubC6ArPz4qcBre-WoAzAjbcBkMh_EAMYAyDQjIcMKAM4AFCD_ZaLAmD9wK6B9AOyARZ3d3cudGhlc3RhcnBob2VuaXguY29tyAEB2gFXaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGVzdGFycGhvZW5peC5jb20vSGVhbHRoL1Rvd24rZ3JhZHMrYWxsb3dlZCtkcmlua3MrcGFydHkvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sqQLpfATxgmCuPqgDAegDhgboA_MC9QMAAAAE&num=3&sig=AGiWqtzkDAxLFwiyq3m77v4DOegwQO00XQ&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adurl=http://www.sasktourism.com/things-to-do/Saskatchewan-golf%3FWT.mc_id%3Dgo8g3%26WT.srch%3D1
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Town%2Bgrads%2Ballowed%2Bdrinks%2Bparty/1669392/story.html&hl=en&client=ca-pub-1718995873402338&adU=www.Pride-Institute.com&adT=Pride+Institute&adU=Business.prov.ca&adT=Undergrad+Business+Degree&adU=SaskTourism.com/Golf&adT=Saskatchewan,+Canada+Golf
javascript:EmailThis('');
javascript:openWindow('/story_print.html?id=1669392&sponsor=','StoryPrint','scrollbars=yes,toolbar=yes,menubar=yes,resizable=yes,width=680,height=650');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/pandemic+guidelines+high+school+curriculum/1908374/story.html

Town grads allowed 10 drinks at party

Michaelle Jean speaks = Canadian company's Saying sorry with

Britney's Circus, her

Celine Dion pregnant

of Acadian roots at lawsuit halts diamonds? life or her tour or at 41: Report
N.B. gathering Microsoft Word sales both?
inU.S.
Home News Opinion Business Sports Entertainment Life Health Technology Travel Jobs Cars Homes
Classifieds
DON'T MISS MOST POPULAR FORMATS THE STARPHOENIX TOOLS
Canada Summer Games After getting into fight, Sitemap / RSS About Us
. drunk men removed from | m
Air show airplane Contests Contact Us
Saskatchewan Roughriders  Flight instructor, student Blogs Work for Us Search for a Job Place a Classified Ad
coverage killed in plane crash; RCMP .
Columnists Advertise with Us Buy/Sell a Car E-mail Alerts

. investigatin:
Follow us on Twitter! g g

Subscribe to the Print
Edition

Airport taxi waits a ‘crisis’ Photo Galleries

Summer Guide '09

TheStarPhoenix.com blogs Videos

@ canada.com About canada.com | Privacy Statement | Terms | Copyright & Permissions

Real Estate Listings

© 2008 - 2009 Canwest Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
Unauthorized distribution, transmission or republication strictly prohibited.

http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Town-+grads+allowed-+drinks+party/1669392/story.htmI[8/19/2009 2:50:34 PM]


http://www.thestarphoenix.com/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/business/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/business/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/sports/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/sports/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/health/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/health/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/technology/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/technology/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/travel/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/travel/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/jobs/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/jobs/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/cars/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/cars/index.html
http://www.househunting.ca/index.html?branding=starphoenix
http://www.househunting.ca/index.html?branding=starphoenix
http://saskatoonstarphoenix.oodle.com/
http://saskatoonstarphoenix.oodle.com/
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/sports/canada-games/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/airshow/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/sports/football/roughriders-football/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/sports/football/roughriders-football/index.html
http://twitter.com/thestarphoenix
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/summer-guide/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/opinion/blogs/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/After+getting+into+fight+drunk+removed+from+airplane/1909248/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/After+getting+into+fight+drunk+removed+from+airplane/1909248/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/After+getting+into+fight+drunk+removed+from+airplane/1909248/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Flight+instructor+student+killed+plane+crash+RCMP+investigating/1904767/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Flight+instructor+student+killed+plane+crash+RCMP+investigating/1904767/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Flight+instructor+student+killed+plane+crash+RCMP+investigating/1904767/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Airport+taxi+waits+crisis/1907192/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/about-star-phoenix/sitemap.html
http://thestarphoenix.com/contests/
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/opinion/blogs/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/columnists/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/photos/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/videos/index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/about-star-phoenix/aboutus.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/about-star-phoenix/contactus.html
http://workingsaskatoonjobs.canada.com/js.php?q=canwest
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/about-star-phoenix/advertising/
https://members.canada.com/rss/newsubscription.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=starphoenix
https://members.canada.com/rss/newsubscription.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=starphoenix
javascript:void(1);
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/jobs/job-listings/index.html
http://autos.canada.com/index.html?branding=saskatoon
http://www.househunting.ca/sale-and-rent/index.html?branding=_saskatoonstarphoenix
http://classifieds.canada.com/saskatoon/placead/placead_index.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/email-alerts.html
http://www.canada.com/
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/index.html
http://www.canwestglobal.com/privacy.asp
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/termsofservice.html
http://www.canada.com/aboutus/copyright.html
http://www.canwestglobal.com/brands/publishing.asp
javascript: void(0)
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Michaelle+Jean+speaks+Acadian+roots+gathering/1889645/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Michaelle+Jean+speaks+Acadian+roots+gathering/1889645/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Michaelle+Jean+speaks+Acadian+roots+gathering/1889645/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Michaelle+Jean+speaks+Acadian+roots+gathering/1889645/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Canadian+company+lawsuit+halts+Microsoft+Word+sales/1885793/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Canadian+company+lawsuit+halts+Microsoft+Word+sales/1885793/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Canadian+company+lawsuit+halts+Microsoft+Word+sales/1885793/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Canadian+company+lawsuit+halts+Microsoft+Word+sales/1885793/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Health/Canadian+company+lawsuit+halts+Microsoft+Word+sales/1885793/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/Saying+sorry+with+diamonds/1905015/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/Saying+sorry+with+diamonds/1905015/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/life/Saying+sorry+with+diamonds/1905015/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Britney+Circus+life+tour+both/1902150/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Britney+Circus+life+tour+both/1902150/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Britney+Circus+life+tour+both/1902150/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Britney+Circus+life+tour+both/1902150/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Celine+Dion+pregnant+Report/1904790/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Celine+Dion+pregnant+Report/1904790/story.html
http://www.thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/Celine+Dion+pregnant+Report/1904790/story.html
javascript: void(0)

	thestarphoenix.com
	Town grads allowed 10 drinks at party


	kvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	searchform: 
	q: 
	f: 


	kvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	starphoenixbreakingnewssubscribeform: 
	email: you@canada.com


	kvMTY2OTM5Mi9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	select0: [#]
	select0_(1): [#]




